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WE the children of Fiji bein8 represented here at The National Children's Forum at Albert Parl!

Stadium, Function Room 1 on this day dated 28 -29 October, 2016 which was organized bySave the
Children Fiji hereby declare that as children of Fiji, we have the right to be heard and that our voices

through these requests be heard by our Sovernment.

ThatthrouBh collective agreement we hereby request that as Duty Bearerc and asthe Government of

the day, the Fiiigovernment which has re€ognised 5he United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the child" uphold these rights.

That further to these rights we demand that "our" Fijian Government look into the four areas which
we have deliberated on:

PUBLIC SPACES

. Providing more protection for child.en in public spaces i.e Public toilets, public transport,
markets, public beaches and any other publicvenue.

. That in these spaces, ourwelfare istaken into account. That where there a.e public beaches,

the €ity councils provide lifeguards forthe welfare of all people who use these beaches-

.. That all Municipal markets are child friendly and have policies that protect the rights of
child.en.

. That there be no discrimination and any form ofviolence and that we have the right to feel

safe in our own communities.

. That at National Carnivals or carnivals organised by Municipal/City Councils, the Government

€reates safe spaces for children,
. That the Government ensure that awareness raising on the rights ofthe child is taken to the

public and our communities.
. That we have a rightto a clean and healthy environment and that in doing so, our Government

ensuresthat in public areas, we have accessto clean and healthy facilities.
. That a healthy environment is being promoted.

. That we have access to proper roads and in doing so the Government provides proper

footpath for us to wa,k safely.

. That no child should be harasaed, discriminated rega.dless of age, gender, ability, disability

and socio economic background while travellihg in any publi€ transportation.
. Raise awareness on existing laws and regulations to'all public service providers.

? That should these publi€ service providers are not compliant, they should be prosecuted.

scHooLS

. That the Ministry of Education is inclusive in its polices (No child shall be discriminated in any

form due to his/hea ethnicity, religious belieft disability, Eender and socio economic

background)

. That its policies proted us while in school.

. That we are ftee to feel safe and secute.
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. That the Ministry of Education ensures that one or more of its teachers are trained in basic

first aid.
. That ourteacherswho are our custodianS, while in the confines ofs€hooltreat us with respect.

. Thatwhile inthe confines of schoolorengaged in sch ool activities, we are proteded and that
if somethin8 should occur, polices and measures are already in place to protect us.

. That in the event of natural disasters, if and where our schools are affected, safe spaces for
children must be a priority.

. That all schools affected by natural disaster, be rebuilt as promptly as possible.

. That our parents/guidance if seen to be negliSent, our schooiadministration/community will
take Proper action to keep us safe.

. That in cases of bullying, sexualharassment, theft or any form ofabuse or offense while in the
confines of school, the perpetrator and the victim be treated with respect and that
appropriate action be taken with positive disciplinary measures. That ifthis does not worl!
the Social Welfare be called upon to intervene and provide support for both parties.

. That we have accessto safe learning fa cilities e.gfencing around schoolErounds.

. That schools promote the rights ofchildren.

. That allschooladministrators are accountable forthe welfare of its students.

. That Parent/feacher bodies discuss matters pertaining to children.

. And we committo obeyingthe rules in school.

HOIfiES

. That while in the confines ofour homes, we aretreated with respect, dignity and love.

. That we feel safe and have nofear oI being abused, physically, sexually an'd emotionally.

. That we arefreeto practice whatever belief we have.

. That ourvoice is heard and that our opinions matter.

. Thatwe have accessto proper housing and that whilethis might not happen due to our socio

economic situation, "our" Government is able to assistto provide this basic need.

WEB

. Thatthe Government hasstricter policiesto prevent child.en in havingaccessto pornograph'y

or any other media material which is deemed inappropriate for children. This is limited to
pornography and visual materials.

. That lnternet caf6 owners are accountable in having policies that prevent any child accessing

these materia ls. Th at they a re able to block these sites a nd if found lacking, take n to task.

. That we are able to use the Web without fear of d iscrimination and cyber bullying.

. That while usingthe web in the confines ofschools, teachers be viEilant and mindfulwithorrt
infrin8ing on the ri8hts ofthe child, the content in which they are able to have access to.

. That allorganisations and adults seek informed consent from children priorto llploading any

media content including images of children on any media platform.



The above while not able to cover all but the essence of our discussion, we remind our Government
of its commhment to protect the ri8hts of children and that 'Article I under The United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child states that, "Everyone under 18 has allthese rights".

This 'National Child ren's Foru[t' is ndt the first and willhot be the last and therefore we would like to
continue this on an annualbasis.

h ls therefore our last request, that seeing as the discussions aae very fruitful, that "our" Fiiian
Government commit to funding if not 100%, then a portion under the Ministry of Women, Children
and Poverty Alleviation to fund ourforum.

wE, t lEc l,Jfan atF FUt coMMIf tow ,,rcCt/n ntcr' sBenotJ,t,try.


